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We welcome all who worship here today, especially those who have 
joined us as guests.  
 

We invite you to discover God’s presence with us through this ancient 
rhythm of  worship as we gather together, hearing the word, sharing the 

feast, and are sent in blessing.  

 

 

gather ing 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

+   +   + 
This week we begin the longest season of the church year. Our liturgical 
color turns to green. This season is o en been called “the LONG green 

season,” and it is. But a few years ago I heard it called “the green, growing 
season.” We, here in Nebraska, can certainly appreciate a green, growing 

season.  
 

May you have a blessed and growth-filled green, growing season! 
 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and 
intelligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the religious 
community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek 
God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s 
invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, 
water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.   

Merciful God, 

we	confess	that	we	have	sinned.		We	have	hurt	our	community.		We	have	
squandered	your	blessings.		We	have	hoarded	your	bounty.		In	the	name	of	
Jesus,	forgive	us	and	grant	us	your	mercy. 

Silence	is	kept	for	re lection. 

Righteous God, 

we	confess	that	we	have	sinned.	 We	have	failed	to	be	honest.	We	have	
lacked	the	courage	to	speak.		We	have	spoken	falsely.		In	the	name	of	Jesus, 

forgive	us	and	grant	us	your	mercy. 

Silence	is	kept	for	re lection. 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.  God offers boundless grace when we 

fail.  Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Gathering Song            Jesus Shall Reign 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And	also	with	you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.   

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in 
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading   Zechariah 9:9-12 

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and 
prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated 
as “prisoners of hope.” 

The reading concludes: 

The word of the Lord. Thanks	be	to	God. 

Responsive Reading Psalm 145:8-14 

The Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse.  

8The L  is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
9L ,	you	are	good	to	all,	and	your	compassion	is	over	
all	your	works.  
10All your works shall praise you, O L , and your faithful 
ones shall bless you. 
11They	shall	tell	of	the	glory	of	your	kingdom	and	speak	
of	your	power, 
12that all people may know of your power and the glorious 
splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your	kingdom	is	an	everlasting	kingdom;	your	

The assembly is 
seated. 
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dominion	endures	throughout	all	ages.  You,	L ,	are	
faithful	in	all	your	words,	and	loving	in	all	your	works. 
14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who 
are bowed down.  

Second Reading   Romans 7:15-25a 

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not 
do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us 
free from such a futile existence. 

The reading concludes: 

The word of the Lord. Thanks	be	to	God. 

Gospel Acclamation   

 							 

Gospel Reading    Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the 
Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to 
receive what God has to offer. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory	to	you,	O	Lord. 

The reading concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise	to	you,	O	Christ. 

Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

 

The assembly 
stands to receive 
the Word of God.  
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Hymn of the Day                   I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers begin: 

Con ident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for 
the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words: 

Hear us, O God. 
Your	mercy	is	great. 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these or similar words: 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Peace 
Gree ngs and signs of peace are shared by those gathered to reconcile ourselves to 

one another before sharing in the Lord’s Supper. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And	also	with	you. 
Let us share signs of peace with one another.  

The assembly 
stands to 

proclaim the 
Word of God in 

song. 
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meal  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

Offering  

Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward, while the assembly sings:  

Offertory Song          We Come Now to Your Table 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. 

God of ield and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.  Sustain 
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the 
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An offering is 
gathered for the 
mission of the 
church, including 
the care of those in 
need. During this 
time, the table is set 
and the pianist may 
offer a song.  

 

After the offering is 
gathered, the 
assembly stands for 
the singing of the 
offertory hymn. 

People may greet 
one another with 
words of Christ's 
peace, such as, 
“Peace be with 
you” or similar 
words. 

 

The assembly is  

seated after the  

peace is shared.  
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Great Thanksgiving 

The	presiding	minister	continues: 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places… 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, ... 

...be all honor and glory, now and forever.   

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	thy	name, 
thy	kingdom	come, thy	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven. 
Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	forgive	us	our	trespasses, 
as	we	forgive	those	 who	trespass	against	us;	 
and	lead	us	not	into	temptation, but	deliver	us	from	evil. 
For	thine	is	the	kingdom, and	the	power,	and	the	glory,	forever	and	ever.	
Amen. 
 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
All people are called to Christ’s table.  Come, eat what is good. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in peace.   	 
Amen. 

 
Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray.  
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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sending  

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission to the world.  
 

Blessing 
The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, 
keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Song            Praise to You, O God of Mercy 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks	be	to	God. 

We are sent into 
the world to do 

God’s work and 
care for God’s 

people. 
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 July 2 July 9 July 16 July 30 

Preaching 
& Presiding 

Pastor Rob Pastor Rob Pastor Rob Pastor Rob 

Assis ng 
Ministers for  
Communion 

Sharlene Bondel Beth Gina 

Reader Bondel Bondel Sharon Jayne 

Ushers Bondel     

Greeters  Bondel   

Musician Jolene Jolene Jolene Jolene 

Acolytes     

Technology Sharlene Sharlene Liesal Hannah 

 
Altar Guild 

 
    

Fellowship    Sharon  

July 23 

Pastor Rob 

Ron 

Bondel 

Bondel 
Tim Norquest 

 

Jolene 

 

Hannah 

Holly Norquest 
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1211 E. 14th St.  ∙    York, NE 68467  ∙  402.362.3063 
www.firstlutheranyork.org     |     office@firstlutheranyork.org 

 
The Rev. Rob Garton, Pastor with First Lutheran 

cell: 402.763.7843     |    email: pastor.rob.garton@gmail.com 

Please take this bulletin home with you or  recycle it on your 
way out. Thank you! 

 

An ordinary week at First Lutheran:  
Sundays:   9:30 am   Worship  
Tuesdays:    9 am-12 Noon Front Office Open  
Thursdays:       9-11 am  Quilting 
   9 am-12 Noon Front Office Open 
  7:30-8:30pm  Bible Study 
Fridays:  9 am-12 Noon Front Office Open 

All are welcome! 
 

Upcoming Events 

Register online for VBS at www.firstlutheranyork.org.   

If you have questions, or would like to help out, contact the church office. 


